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Summary of Current Solid Waste Education and Outreach Efforts  

 

Effort Description and Objective Audience Scope 
SCENE articles Consists of staff preparation of articles, stories, and 

announcements for a variety of topical areas 
related to solid waste management for publication 
in the bi-monthly County newsletter the SCENE. 
 
An overall objective has not been articulated, but is 
generally to provide information to the public and 
encourage following of the waste management 
hierarchy.  Over the past couple of years a greater 
emphasis has been placed on publishing pieces 
that promote recycling as a social norm in the form 
of stories holding up businesses and leaders, and 
this past year there has been an emphasis on 
communicating what can be recycled in order to 
reduce contamination. 

County residents and 
businesses 

 Bi-monthly 

 Mailed to 55,000 households 

 Summary of recent articles and 
announcements is provided as Attachment 
1.  These included: 
o A total 42 articles since start of 2017 
o 13 of which were stories about 

businesses or institutions 
o 4 of which announced efforts by others 

such as SMSC taking Christmas Trees 
at the ORF 

o 5 of which indirectly promoted reuse 
programs such as the CAP Thrift Shop 

  Attachment 2 presented selected example 
articles 

Scott County 
website 

Includes multiple pages with information, links and 
county program materials related to Solid Waste 
Management at 
http://www.scottcountymn.gov/491/Environmental-
Services .  Primary pages are: 

 Household Hazardous Waste 

 Business Hazardous Waste 

 Recycling & Solid Waste Management 

 Solid Waste Management 

 City Sponsored Recycling Collections 

 Organics 
Copies of some of these pages are included as 
Attachment 3. 

Residents and 
businesses 

 Currently researching number of hits from 
viewers for the various pages 

http://www.scottcountymn.gov/491/Environmental-Services
http://www.scottcountymn.gov/491/Environmental-Services
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CLIMB Theater For many years the County has contracted with 
CLIMB Theater to develop and perform plays in 
area schools.  Historically, plays were developed 
for K-3, 5th grade, and 8th grade.  The 8th grade 
plays were dropped a couple of years ago as it was 
increasingly too challenging to develop something 
that would engage students of this age.  Thus, the 
past couple of years have only focused on having 
two plays for students K-6th grade.  This effort also 
includes performances of the “The Adventures of 
Can Man” play at Outdoor Education Days 
coordinated by the Scott SWCD. 
 
The objective of this effort is to promote and train 
youth with respect to reducing and recycling (both 
traditional and organic) waste.  Plays are switched 
up every few years to keep them fresh and new.  
For the 2018/2019 school year two new plays are 
being performed.  These are “All You Can Eat” 
which focuses on food waste reduction, and 
“Flashback” which defines the waste stream and 
waste reduction.  Single page descriptions of these 
plays are included with Attachment 4.  For the 
2017/2018 school year the plays were the 
“Peepers” and “Claudia vs the Trashinator”.     
 
 

K-6th students  2017/2018 school year – 15 presentations 
of Claudia vs the Trashinator, and 14 
presentations of the Peepers to a total of 
6,791 students. Teacher evaluations are 
included as Attachment 4. 

 2018/2019 school year – to date have 9 
performances scheduled for Flashback, 
and 8 for All You Can Eat.  Anticipate 
additional performances to be scheduled.  
Historically only performed in the fall.  For 
2018/2019 will also start doing spring 
performances. 

 2017 Outdoor Education Days performed 
The Adventures of Can Man for 1,500 6th 
grade students from 17 schools. 

MN Waste Wise 
outreach to 
businesses 

Scott County contracts with MN Waste Wise 
Foundation (a part of the MN Chamber of 
Commerce) to reach out to businesses to 
encourage recycling and provide technical 
assistance.  The partnership started in 2016.  A 
selected number of new businesses are contacted 

Businesses with the 
first couple of years 
focused on larger 
generators 

Since 2016: 

 Over 700 businesses have been contacted 

 Over 100 site visits completed 

 170 instances of Technical Assistance 
Provided 

 Over 30 grant applications approved for 
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each year regarding their interest with Waste Wise 
following up with site visits, technical assistance or 
grant referrals.  The objective is to improve 
recycling by businesses and to help businesses 
meet the state’s business recycling mandate. 

financial assistance 

 Over 30 instances of measurable waste 
diversion implemented 

Staff outreach 
to businesses 

This effort consists of talking to businesses about 
recycling, and providing them options when 
inspections are being completed for businesses 
that are licensed Hazardous Waste Generators.  
Recently started handing out an information card 
(Attachment 5) regarding business recycling 
requirements.  The effort also includes reaching 
out to selected business groups on an 
opportunistic basis as staffing levels allow.  In 2018 
we reached out to feedlot operators regarding 
recycling of ag-bags, and to boat storage 
businesses regarding boat wrap. 
 
The objective is to encourage business recycling, 
inform businesses of requirements, and options. 

Businesses  Short reminder about recycling 

 50 to 100 businesses per year depending 
on number of hazardous waste generator 
inspections completed 

 A number of boat storage/marina 
businesses contacted with one agreeing to 
start recycling boat wrap 

 30 feedlot operators contacted with all 
agreeing to start recycling ag-bags 

Staff outreach 
to institutions & 
other units of 
government 

This effort consists of staff outreach to schools, 
public institutions and other local units of 
government.   
 
The objective is to inform them of their obligation to 
recycle and process waste, and provide options 
and assistance. 

Institutions and local 
units of government 

Over the past few years: 

 All cities have been reminded of the 
obligation to recycle and process waste 
annually. 

 All public entities have been reminded of 
their obligation to recycle and process 
waste a couple of times. 

 All schools have been personally 
contacted with six taking grants to improve 
either traditional recycling or to start 
separating organics. 

 CDA has been contacted with several 
grants to improve recycling awarded for 
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their facilities. 

 The County Fair Board was contacted and 
assistance provided to recycle. 

 Several cities and townships (4) have been 
provided financial assistance to improve 
recycling. 

 Follow-up has not been completed to 
assess whether those who were provided 
assistance are still implementing, but we 
are trying to do this winter of 2018/2019. 

Master 
Recyclers 

This effort is completed in partnership with Carver 
County.  It is patterned after the Master Gardeners 
program training volunteers in various aspects of 
solid waste management, and in turn expects the 
donation of volunteer hours. 
 
Note that we have heard from Carver County that 
they would like to stop this effort.   

Adult volunteers  Trained 34 Master Recyclers since 2015 

 10 have since donated a total 204 hours 

 Amount of service completed in Scott 
County is unknown, however, know that 
one volunteered at Shakopee’s Pumpkins 
in the Park event when Dem-Con had their 
trailer at the event 

 2,470 people directly contacted by Master 
Recyclers 

Green Grades 
partnership 

This effort is led by Dem-Con with the County 
partnering on an annual scope of work, and then 
reimbursing Dem-Con for 50% of the expenses.  
The first year of the partnership was 2016, with the 
program still growing.  It consists of classroom 
presentations at local schools, tours of the Dem-
Con MRF, and use of the Mobile Learning Center 
at community events.  
 
The objective is to provide outreach concerning 
waste reduction, recycling and organics recovery. 

Both youth and 
adults 

2017 efforts: 

 Interacted with approx.. 1,530 participants 

 Interacted with approx.. 125 students per 
month (versus an average of 20 per month 
in 2016) 

 Included 19 class room presentations 

 Included 12 MRF facility tours 

 Used the Mobile Learning Center at 5 
events including the Shakopee Outdoor 
Learning Days where over 600 students 
were engaged 

 Included a poster contest for Scott County 
Students in grades K-12. 
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Scott County 
Green Team 

This is a cross departmental team that promotes 
“green” purchasing and operations within the 
county.  For example they have convinced County 
Administration to promote and use compostable 
materials at county staff events. 

County employees 
and departments 

In addition to promoting green purchasing and 
operations the Green Team: 

 Sets up a display in the governance center 
entrance for America Recycles and Earth 
Days 

 Hosts Environmental Jeopardy Game for 
Future Leaders Day where hundreds of 
High School students visit the county 

 Host county employee activity for America 
Recycles 

 Volunteer at county lunches to educate on 
the organics/recycling.  
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Attachment 1: Summary of Scott County SCENE Outreach and Education Efforts Regarding Solid Waste Management Beginning 2017 through September 2018. 

Issue/Date Title Type Topical Theme 
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December 
2016/January 2017 

Expansion of HHW facility should reduce 
wait times 

X     Promotes use of HHW facility  

Grant enables Shutterfly to increase 
recycling 

  X   Promotes social norms for business recycling 

County uses drama to educate students 
about recycling, proper waste 
management 

 X    Information about promoting recycling with 
youth 

February/March 
2017 

HHW Facility to reopen February 22    X  Notification of reopening 

When lake users don’t clean up mess, 
others step in 

 X  X  Promotes trash clean up, and how to get involved 
in clean-up efforts 

Changed attitudes protect environment X    X Hazardous waste management over time  

Dangerfield’s energized to reduce waste 
with grant from Scott County 

  X   Promotes social norms for business recycling 

April/May 2017 Drop off at HHW facility  X    Promotes use of HHW facility 

Grant helps New Prague gas station 
successfully recycle 

  X   Promotes social norms for business recycling 

Recycling grant helps Shakopee school 
save money 

  X   Promotes social norms for recycling 

Clean Up Day announcement    X  Promotes  clean-up day for City of Shakopee, 
Jackson Twp, and Louisville Twp 

June/July 2017 Student’s passion helps reduce waste at   X   Promotes social norms for recycling 
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New Prague Schools 

The many ways for compost X     Promotes composting 

New uses found for unwanted paint 
products 

 X    Promotes reuse of paints 

August/September 
2017 

Where does your trash go? X     Provides general education about waste 
management 

Local businesses help boost recycling 
efforts 

 X X   Provides general information about business 
grant program and promotes social norms for 
business recycling 

Fairgoers make use of new recycling bins 
on grounds 

  X   Promotes social norms for recycling 

Garbage burning is illegal  X    Provides information  

Annual Shredding Event    X  Announces event for City of Savage residents 
who want to shred papers that are then recycled 

Storm drain stenciling opportunity 
available 

   X X Announces City of Prior Lake storm drain 
stenciling program to prevent improper disposal  

CAP offers food, school supplies, clothing, 
services 

    X Promotes Thrift Store and reuse outlet 

October/November 
2017 

An “unusual” award    X  Promotes the HHW facility 

Proper yard waste disposal keeps 
environment healthy, may save money 

X     Promotes proper disposal of yard waste 

Cleaning garage this winter?  Remove 
hazardous waste 

 X    Promotes toxicity reduction 

Moving the classroom outdoors     X Promotes Outdoor Education Day which includes 
CLIMB Theater productions on recycling and 
composting 

CAP gears up for holiday projects     X Promotes Thrift Store donations and reuse outlet 

Free yard waste recycling    X  Announces SMSC accepting of yard waste at the 
Organics Recycling Facility 

December 
2017/January 2018 

Keep “trash” out of recycling bins X     Promotes better sorting and reduction of 
contamination 
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Prior Lake Dental reduces waste, saves 
money 

  X   Promotes social norms for business recycling 

Free Christmas Tree Drop-off    X  Announces SMSC accepting of Christmas trees at 
the Organics Recycling Facility 

February/March 
2018 

New fee being charged to dispose of 
electronics 

X   X  Informs public about new fee at HHW, and 
promotes HHW 

Grant supports Hampton Inn’s “Light 
Stay” Program 

  X   Promotes social norms for business recycling 

Grant helps Valleyview recycle 14,000 
plastic bottles 

  X   Promotes social norms for business recycling 

County provides options for small 
businesses to properly dispose of 
hazardous waste 

 X    Information for small business promoting toxicity 
reduction 

Super Volunteer     X Indirectly promotes Thrift Store and reuse outlet 

Food Share Month coming, Thrift Shop 
remodeled 

    X Indirectly promotes Thrift Store and reuse outlet 

April/May 2018 Threads for Teen MN provides free, 
fashionable clothing 

    X Promotes “reuse” program 

Lunds & Byerlys takes waste diversion up 
a level 

  X   Promotes social norms for business recycling 

Clean Up Day for city & township 
residents is April 28 

   X  Promotes  clean-up day for City of Shakopee, 
Jackson Twp, and Louisville Twp 

June/July 2018 Church’s Creation Care Team promotes 
recycling 

  X   Promotes social norms for recycling 

August/September 
2018 

Does this go in my recycling bin? X     Promotes better sorting and reduction of 
contamination 

 Boyer Trucks increases recycling efforts   X   Promotes social norms for business recycling 
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Attachment 2: Example SCENE Articles 
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Attachment 3: Webpages 
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Attachment 4: CLIMB Teacher Evaluations 

 


